The study examined the relationship between parental involvement and attitude towards reading English in the Sultanate of Oman. This study adopted the two-dimensional approach of parental involvement, using encouragement from parents and building positive modelling. The study involved cycle one student in Basic Education level specifically, in grade. The parents who participated were from Batinah South Governorate. They voluntarily completed the 24-items questionnaire regarding their involvement towards their children's reading in English. A total number of 413 questionnaire were completed and analysed quantitatively using PLS-SEM. The major findings of the study revealed that both of the dimensions of parental involvement have positive effect on the students' reading attitude. Specifically, the predictors of attitude towards reading indicated that Parental Encouragement (β = 0.48, p < 0.01) is positively related to attitude towards reading. While, Positive Modelling (β = 0.463, p < 0.01) is positively related to attitude towards reading; both explaining 78.6% of variance on attitude towards reading. This study extends the body of knowledge especially in the Middle East region (Sultanate of Oman) where the first language is Arabic. To the best of the authors' knowledge, this was the only study about reading in English particularly looking at the attitude towards reading in two dimensions manner and was the first of its kind among cycle one students in Basic Education level in the Sultanate of Oman.
Introduction
In early childhood, the behaviour of children can be observed that shows their involvement in reading [1] . These relatively stable dispositional behaviours towards activities associated with reading and books have been shown to be related to early literacy skills such as vocabulary, knowledge of print conventions [2] , letter and word knowledge [3] and academic accomplishment [4] . These links can be clarified by the affective behaviours, commitments, dedications and awareness in response to their attitude towards reading [5] , that, in turn, is vital for learning.
Students desire to read is linked to elements of reading behaviour, such as reading frequency, and this reading pattern adds to the advancement of their reading abilities [6, 7] . Children's Reading motivation consists of multiple components`, including attitude`, behaviours`, beliefs`, interest and participation in reading for a variety of purposes [5, [8] [9] [10] . Although it is recognized that a number of components can influence the motive of reading such as readers' dependency mostly on reading attitudes and interest in reading. Typically, interest and attitude are likely to be seen as affective in nature. They are precursors of behaviour and are obtained from personal experience.
The Progress in International Reading Literacy Study (PIRLS) defines students' attitudes towards reading as 'students' views on reading for enjoyment and appreciating books' (PIRLS 2006) . Earlier, Alexander and Filler's [12] have defined attitude towards reading as "a system of feelings related to reading which causes the learner to approach or avoid a reading situation", Saito, Garza [13] claimed attitude towards reading as "an individual's feelings about reading, caused learner to approach or avoid a reading situation". Beck [14] observed attitude as combination of positive and negative feelings towards reading. Similarly, McKenna, Kear [15] conducted a large-scale study on students between 1 st to 6 th Grade in United States, using the visual Likert rating scale, which consists of issues about emotions among kids in readings. The study also had gendered perspective to compare male and female pupils. They considered that attitude represents the continuation of positive to negative emotions in reading.
A positive attitude of reading benefits the student in several areas. They will not exhaust themselves in fulfilling their classroom assignments. Children who like to read often can readily understand the purpose of literature and can readily learn moral advice from the literature they reads. In line to this, Beck [14] added that children's attitude towards reading could have a deep effect on academic achievement. As Lim, Bong [16] points to, the readership of students can influence reading performance and the student willingly reads for information and pleasure. These reading activities improves the knowledge of the child in every aspect of life.
Previous research trends on attitudes mainly focused on the sex-related differences, such as in the US, McKenna, Kear [15] demonstrated more positive reading attitudes of females than males across primary school grades [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] Hill [17] conducted research on the reading attitudes of 1 st to 5 th grade students in suburban Adelaide and found that parental gendered view literacy favour to female students limits the male's attitude towards reading. Similarly, [18] used McKenna and al. tool (1995) , which examines reading attitudes of children. Their results show that female pupils have recorded considerably more favourable reading attitude than male pupils. One of the major studies on reading attitude of the students reveals a negative relationship between the attitude towards reading and reading ability of the students.
Parental Involvement
Parents are children's first and primary teachers [19] . Recently, parents have been recognized for the crucial role they play in establishing the foundation of their child's reading ability. Faires, Nichols [20] stated that parents provide the primary foundations for later literacy success, and they should provide experiences to ensure an increase in their children's knowledge of reading.
Society in general, and educational researchers in particular, have long been interested in the positive effect that parental involvement may have on students' academic achievement [21] [22] [23] [24] . The perception that parental involvement has positive effect on students' academic success is so intuitively appealing that policy makers, school board administrators, teachers, parents (ECS Distribution and even students themselves have agreed that parental involvement is critical for children's academic success [20, 22, 25, 26] .
Past researchers [27] put forth a comprehensive theoretical framework about parental involvement. Their theoretical conceptualization about parental involvement focuses on three main issues: (1) why parents become involved in their children's education, (2) how parents choose specific types of involvement, and (3) why parental involvement has positive influence on students' education outcomes. This theoretical framework promises to be more than a typology for parental involvement, because it not only deals with specific types of parental involvement, but more importantly, it attempts to explain why parents choose to be involved, and what are the mechanisms through which parental involvement exert positive influence on students' educational outcomes. Although the theoretical model is promising, it is still unclear how the major elements in this model can be operationally defined and measured empirically.
Although parental involvement is often simplistically perceived as unidimensional, in reality, it is probably better to conceptualize this construct as being multifaceted in nature, because parental involvement subsumes a wide variety of parental behavioural patterns and parenting practices [28, 29] . Such an approach has been adopted in several recent empirical studies [25] .
Therefore, the above debate has two types of parental participation in reading: The role of parents to encourage their kids to read, and their role in modelling positive reading attitude. The first method can be viewed direct and the second one can be classified as an indirect manner to foster reading among children. There is no exact definition of the dimensions of parental involvement. Based on [25] encouragement refers to the motivation provided by the parents to their children for reading books by bringing them to library and giving books as a gift. Positive modelling refers to action shown by the parents to their children to motivate them for reading. This study extends the knowledge on parental involvement by examining the factor with two-dimensional approach.
Purpose of the Study
The current study investigates the relationships between the two dimensions of parental involvement (i.e. encouraging, building positive modelling) on the attitude towards reading English as a foreign language. The study is conducted among Cycle one students of Basic Education in one governate in the Sultanate of Oman; namely Batinah south Governorate Oman. Past literature shows that there is only one study conducted on the validation of parental involvement by ALazri [25] in the context of Sultanate of Oman. This study extends the body of knowledge by examining the role of parental involvement on attitude towards reading English.
Methodology
This survey was conducted in 19 schools from six 390 Dimensions of Parental Involvement as Antecedents of Attitude towards Reading English (EFL): A Case Study from Omani Basic Education Schools, Cycle One (1) (2) (3) (4) Wilayat (districts) in Al Batinah South Governorate, Oman. Initially, children from grade 4 were selected for the participation and their parents were contacted. Information was sent to 500 parents and positive replies were received from 413 parents. Therefore, 413 parents and children were selected for this cross-sectional study.
Measures

Attitude towards Reading
In this study, children's attitudes towards reading were measured by the LAS, which was adapted from a reading attitude scale developed by McKenna and Kear (1990) . That was because their scale had an attention-getting, student-friendly pictorial response format. McKenna and Kear [30] suggest that a pictorial format naturally appeals to children and is comprehensible from the early years. The children were presented with pictures of children engaged in reading-related activities with a sad face, a neutral face and a happy face. The researcher asked, 'This child is reading a book alone, how would you feel when you read alone?' and pointed to the child with the sad, neutral, or happy face. Each item was given a score between 1 and 3, in which 1 = very happy 2 = Slightly happy 3 = Slightly sad 4= very sad.
Parental Involvement
In order to assess Omani parental involvement in reading, the researcher adopted questionnaire from Alazri [25] . Khalid, Khaleel [31] pointed out that the questionnaire method is the best way to collect data about human attitudes and behaviours because the form of any questionnaire does not usually contain the names of participants, which will encourage and stimulate the respondents to give valid and reliable information. The questionnaire of parental involvement in reading included 24 items that employed five Likert responses (5=very much/ 4= much/ 3= slightly/ 2= little/ 1= very little). The Alpha coefficients for this questionnaire ranged from .85 to .92 for Omani fathers and mothers respectively.
Results
Initially, data were analysed using SPSS for Windows SPSS version 24. Later, Partial Least Squares Structural Equations Modelling (PLS-SEM, see Hair et al., 2014) was used to analyse the path model. Smart PLS v2.0 software [32] was used to test the proposed hypotheses (see explanation by Hair et al., 2014) . PLS-SEM is a second-generation data analysis technique that analyses and explains research model with many variables and constructs. PLS-SEM is a variance-based approach [33] that enables the instantaneous analysis of up to 200 indicator variables, allowing the examination of extensive interactions among independent, dependent, mediator and moderator variables [34].
Measurement Model
To evaluate the measurement model two types of validity were examined, the first being convergent validity and second being discriminant validity. Convergent validity of the measurement model is typically determined by examining the loadings, average variance extracted (AVE) and the composite reliability (CR). The loadings of the individual item were all higher than 0.7. The composite reliabilities were all higher than 0.7 and the AVE values were also higher than the benchmark value 0.5. As shown in Table 1 .
The discriminant validity of the measures (the degree to which items differentiate among constructs or measure distinct concepts) was examined by following the [35] criterion of comparing the correlations between constructs and the square root of the AVE for that construct (see Table  2 ). In sum, both convergent and discriminant validity of the measures in this study were established. Further to assess the multicollinearity VIF is used. The cut-off value for VIF is 5. In this study, all the values are below 5 which means there is no multicollinearity issue in the data. As shown in Table 2 . 
Structural Model
In examining the structural model R 2 , beta and the corresponding t-values are involved [33] . To get the t-values, a bootstrapping process with 500 resamples was applied. T-value is considered very important in accepting or rejecting a hypothesis.
First, we look at the predictors of attitude towards reading. Parental encouragement (β= 0.48, p < 0.01) is positively related to attitude towards reading, Positive Modelling (β=0.463 p< 0.01) is positively related to attitude towards reading, both explaining 78.6% of variance on attitude towards reading. As shown in the table 3.
Discussion
In this study, the examination of children's attitudes towards reading was explored from the perspective of social constructivism in which parental involvement and attitudes as social constructs are seen as deeply rooted in the social context in which reading is meaningful [36] [37] [38] . The findings of the present research indicate significant impact of parental encouragement, positive modelling on cycle 1 children's attitudes towards reading. Few major findings arise from this study.
The results of this study suggest that parental involvement in reading English and strategies can increase fourth-grade students' attitude towards reading. The students who received extra help from their parents produce significantly positive attitude towards reading when compared to the students who did not receive additional help at home. Results of this study support the research that suggests that, when parents highly concerned about their children to read, they can become active and resourceful, and a positive attitude towards reading establishes. This study has extended the approach of Alazri [25] by examining the two separate dimension of parental involvement on the attitude towards reading. Both the dimensions have positive impact on the attitude towards reading among cycle one students of Basic Education in the Sultanate of Oman. But encouragement (t=8.60) has more positive impact on the attitude towards reading than positive model (t=8.14). The findings show the parents encouragement improves the reading attitude as when they encourage their children to read about social events, contents of products, e-books, advertisement boards and poems. The findings of the study are consistent with the findings of Kalayci and Oz [26] . They reported the positive impact of parental involvement on the academic and psychological achievements of the students.
This study contributes to the body of knowledge in many ways, firstly, to the authors' knowledge as this is the only study conducted among cycle one students in the Sultanate of Oman. Previously, Alazri [25] conducted a research on parental involvement and tested the role of parents in encouraging the children to read but in his study was on the validation of two dimensions of parental involvement. Our study has extended the approach of Alazri [25] by testing the effect of parental involvement on the attitude towards reading. Secondly, this study has extended the body of knowledge by expanding the scope of attitude towards reading in English in the context of Middle East, where first language is Arabic and the ability of reading and writing English is very low. Also, this study has influenced the parents and teachers to motivate the children to read, as this strategy can help them to increase their interest in reading books. Lastly, this research helps the school administration to improve the student's ability by arranging small social events where parents of the students show their participation and involvement in improving their children's' academic and psychological performance.
Similar to other studies this research also has some limitations and recommendations for future studies. First of all, this study was cross sectional in design, due to time constraint it was difficult to conduct the study in multiple phases. Perhaps for future research it is suggested to conduct the research in longitudinal design. There are number of factors that can be the outcome of attitude towards reading. It is recommended to extend the research by examining those factors such as academic performance, reading ability, psychological development and other pertinent factors.
Conclusions
This study was conducted to examine the impact of parental involvement on the attitude towards reading English. Two-dimensional approach of parental involvement was used to examine the effect on attitude towards reading English. The results show positive impact of parental involvement. When the parents encourage their children to read English, it improves not only their attitude towards reading but also improves their overall knowledge and perception. Parents should bring their children to libraries, social events and give them books as gifts so that they can develop a good English reading habit.
